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ABORIGINAL ROCK ART — BURRUP PENINSULA 
Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.48 pm]: I do not 
intend to take too much of the time of the house, and I do so reluctantly, I have to say. I appreciate that in my 
position I have other opportunities upon which I can make contributions, either through a ministerial statement 
or the use of question time, and I am at pains not to use question time, because I do not think it is appropriate. 
But I do feel the necessity to defend myself based upon some comments that have been made by 
Hon Robin Chapple through a media release, and this is the only avenue that I have. 

My office received a media query just over a week ago with regard to the purported deregistration of the 
Burrup Peninsula in terms of Aboriginal sites and rock art. I knew nothing about it—apparently I was 
responsible, but I knew nothing about it. We were then directed to a media release put out by 
Hon Robin Chapple titled “Ancient rock art not sacred enough”. The media release went on to state — 

In a move labelled shocking and internationally embarrassing by the WA Greens, Minister Collier this 
week confirmed the Burrup Peninsula had been deregistered as an Indigenous sacred site based on 
advice given by the State Solicitor’s Office (SSO) regarding section 5(b) of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 
1972. 

Greens spokesperson for Aboriginal Affairs Robin Chapple MLC said it was deeply concerning to learn 
that one of Australia’s most significant heritage locations was no longer considered a sacred site. 

“The Burrup Peninsula has the largest concentration of rock art in the world and is an extraordinary 
cultural landscape telling the story of ancient Aboriginal occupation over the past 30,000 years or 
more,” he said. 

The media release goes on a little later to say — 

“Blinded by greed, this government has shown time and again it has little respect for the importance of 
Indigenous culture or heritage.” 

The media release concludes by saying — 

“Irrelevant of the department’s interpretation of the heritage act, the Burrup Peninsula is a sacred site 
and deserves to be treated as such.” 

Quite frankly, the only thing worthwhile in that media release is the last comment that — 

… the Burrup Peninsula is a sacred site and deserves to be treated as such.” 

Nothing has changed in that respect, and I would like to put a few facts on the record with regard to this media 
release. I am pleased that Hon Robin Chapple has returned to the chamber from urgent parliamentary business. 

The statements made by the honourable member in that media release are completely misleading. The recent 
decision of the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee regarding Murujuga did not impact upon or lessen the 
protection of other registered Aboriginal sites on the Burrup Peninsula. There are currently more than 
2 400 registered Aboriginal sites on the Burrup Peninsula, which includes some of Western Australia’s oldest 
rock art and internationally recognised sites. The individual sites remain protected under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1972. That was not identified in this media release. I repeat: it was not identified. There are currently more 
than 2 400 registered sites on the Burrup Peninsula. Facts are a wonderful thing in politics, and I think we should 
stick to them. 

Hon Robin Chapple: I will respond to you in a minute. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I am delighted, because I would really like the honourable member to clarify that with 
another media release. This, quite frankly, is misleading. 

Hon Robin Chapple: I will respond to you in a minute. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Good, and I assume the member will put out a media release to clarify the situation? 

Hon Robin Chapple: I will respond exactly the way I am going to in a minute. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Okay, good. 

Secondly, protection is also extended to any other Aboriginal heritage place that may not yet have been reported 
to the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. That remains open; there always has been and always will be 
opportunities to consider potential sites. Nothing has shifted from that perspective. 
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Finally, an additional two protected areas on the Burrup Peninsula have been declared by the Governor under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. These areas are afforded the highest level of protection, with the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs possessing exclusive use and occupation of the areas. This declaration can be varied or 
revoked only by the Governor. Again, those two sites are not identified in this media release. The media release 
clearly and misleadingly intimates that I have completely removed Aboriginal sites from the Burrup Peninsula, 
and that is wrong. The Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation and its Aboriginal rangers are actively involved in 
looking after this unique part of the state and will continue to work with the government to ensure that this 
important Aboriginal heritage is protected for Aboriginal people and future generations. 

As I said earlier, I am very reluctant to stand up during member’s statements, because this is an opportunity for 
other members. However, when my reputation has been, quite frankly, slurred by something that is clearly 
misleading in a media release like this, I feel it is justified. I welcome the opportunity for Hon Robin Chapple to 
stand up and correct the record; I really do. But at the same time, once again, as I asked him to do about a month 
ago on another issue, I hope he does the honourable thing and corrects this media release in the public domain—
even though he may regard the Parliament as the public domain—by putting out another media release to clarify 
the three points that I have just raised. 
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